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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicants' amendment filed July 22, 2004 has been entered. Claims 1-23 have been 
canceled. New claims 24-37 have been added. Claims 24-37 are pending in the instant 
application. 

EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

2. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Charles Gagnebin III on August 11, 2004. 

The application has been amended as follows: 
- claim 35 has been amended as follows: 

35. (Currently Amended) A method of manufacturing a honeycomb structure comprising the 
steps of: 

a. providing a fiber fabric, 

b. impregnating the fiber fabric with a resin, 

c. making parallel cuts in a staggered configuration all through the resin 
impregnated fiber fabric, 
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d. stretching the fabric in a direction parallel to a surface thereof so as to form 
honeycomb cells in the positions that correspond to the cuts, 

e. causing a plurality of expandable pegs to simultaneously penetrate into respective 
ones of the cells, each peg having a cross-section of size smaller than that of the corresponding 
cell, the pegs being mounted on a support plate and projecting substantially perpendicularly from 
the support plate, the pegs being mounted loosely on the support plate to allow a limited angular 
and lateral movement of the pegs relative to the support plate, 

f. causing the pegs to expand so that they fill the cells and exert pressure on the 
inside faces of the cells, 

g. curing the resin, 

h. causing the pegs to shrink, and 
j . withdrawing the pegs. 

- claim 36 has been canceled. 

Reasons for Allowance 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the prior art does not 
teach or suggest a process for manufacturing a honeycomb structure including, providing a resin 
impregnated fiber fabric having a plurality of staggered honeycomb cells, providing a plurality of 
expandable pegs mounted on a support plate and projecting substantially perpendicularly from 
the support plate, causing the pegs to expand so that they fill the cells and exert pressure on the 
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inside faces of the cells, curing the resin, causing the pegs to shrink and withdrawing the pegs, 
wherein: 

(a) said pegs are mounted loosely on the support plate to allow a limited angular and 
lateral movement of the pegs relative to the support plate; or 

(b) applying a backing plate against the fiber fabric, said backing plate having holes in 
positions that correspond to the cells and to the pegs, such as to hold the fiber fabric between the 
support plate and the backing plate. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefan Staicovici, Ph.D. whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1208. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:30 AM to 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael P. Colaianni, can be reached on (571) 272-1 196. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
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may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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